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 1915 Packard 
Twin Six Touring

nets visit from 
The Davis Cup team

Ask the Family Who's Owned            One for Over 100 Years.                



La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club General Manager, John Campbell, at the Winner’s Circle with 1915 Packard Twin Six. 
The car received the This-Car-Matters-Award-for-a-Well-Preserved-Car-of-Historical-Significance at the La Jolla 
Concours d’Elegance,  La Jolla, California  April 9, 2017. The award was accepted on behalf of original owner F. W. 
Kellogg’s great grandson, William J. Kellogg, President & CEO of the La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club, who is a life  
member of Packards International.

Photo by Michael & Kate Photography
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Salon Car 1915 Twin Six 
La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club, owner        William J. Kellogg, proprietor

TexT by William J. Kellogg     PhoTos by Joel ZWinK, KrisTin Ferguson, DaviD briZic, anD The Kellogg Family archives 

I would like to tell you a story of a 
wonderful old car that has become 
a celebrity in its own right and 

made the world a better place to live.  

The story begins in 1915 when 
Frederick William Kellogg, a well-
known newspaper publisher, pur-
chased a Packard Twin-Six Touring 
Car from the factory in Detroit, 
Michigan.  It was to be a very special 

gift for his wife, Florence Scripps 
Kellogg (related to the remarkable 
Ellen Browning Scripps and the 
Scripps-Howard newspaper empire), 
but the problem of transporting it from 
Detroit to Southern California, without 
the benefit of interstate highways, con-
fronted him.  

It so happened that the Panama 
Canal had just been completed in 
1913 and presented him with a nifty 

solution.  The Packard was floated by 
barge through the Great Lakes, down 
the eastern seaboard and through the 
Panama Canal, arriving in the port 
of San Pedro, CA, on Thanksgiving 
Day in 1915, where it was met at the 
dock by F. W. Kellogg’s son, William 
Scripps Kellogg.  By then, WSK had 
attained the age of 18 and was allowed 
to drive it home to Altadena, CA, 
where it resided for many years at 

“Highlawn,” a wonderful estate owned 
by the Kellogg family located at the 
base of the San Gabriel mountains.

This car was as an engineering 
marvel of its time.  This was the first 
year of 12-cylinder cars and was 
known in those days as a “Horseless 
Carriage.”  It came equipped with a 
self-starter as well as a crank. It fea-
tured a Warner speedometer, electric 
lights, an electric air pump for the tires 
and an eight-day clock. 

The car served the family well for 
many years, making extended trips to 
such places as Yosemite National for-
est. However, it was eventually put out 

First known photo of the 1915 Twin Six, taken the year of purchase, that would become known 
as the Old Black Goose, with owner’s son, and author’s grandfather, William S.  Kellogg.

Mt. Wilson Observatory, 5,715 feet above Pasadena, California, in 1917, the year the world’s 
first 100-inch telescope was installed. The car is two years old and the primary transporta-
tion of the Kellogg family. Today, the Observatory is still in business and a popular destina-
tion for tourists and astro-enthusiasts alike. Interior and Exterior scenes of the Observatory 
and grounds were shown prominantely in the James Dean movie “Rebel Without a Cause,” 
1955. More info:  www.mtwilson.edu

Photo By Joel Zwink

Photo from Kellogg Family Archives 

Photo from Kellogg Family Archives 
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to pasture in about 1930 and Florence 
Scripps Kellogg at one point asked 
her son to sell it for $100.  Luckily, 
he persuaded her not to do that and 
instead resolved to restore the old car.  
He took his mother for another ride in 
it several years later.

In the meantime, F. W. Kellogg 
and his wife purchased an iconic prop-
erty in La Jolla, California.  In 1935 
they set about creating the world-fa-
mous La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club, 
situated on the beach in La Jolla 
Shores.  They had a grand vision for 
the property but F. W. Kellogg passed 
away in 1940 so he never saw his 
dream realized.  However, his son, 
WSK, assumed management of the 
Club and developed it to its full poten-
tial.  Today the Club is the heart of La 
Jolla and has become a truly wonder-
ful “way of life” for its members. 

The Packard’s story is woven into 
the story of the Club.

In 1960, William Scripps Kellogg 
brought the car to the “Beach Club” 
and began making it part of his daily 
rounds.  He would groom the beach 
in the morning hours and kids would 
ride on a wooden bench installed on 
the back of the Club’s tractor.  Then 
he would take the tractor to the garage 
and pile the kids into the old car.  
WSK and his entourage would tour 
the grounds of the Beach Club, then 
make their way to the post office up 
town.  Along the way, they made fre-
quent stops to pick up any litter they 
spied by the side of the road.  After 
retrieving the mail, they would return 
to WSK’s office at the Beach Club and 
the kids were treated to cookies and 
lemonade.

One day, when WSK was sitting in 
his office, 12-year old Teddy Edmonds 
of Albuquerque, NM, who was spend-

1954 — 
Grooming the 

beach with 
members of 

the OBG Club 
aboard. Yikes: 
No seatbelts. 
No helmets. 

Yet, smiles 
all around. 

Shocking!

ing his vacation with his family at the 
La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club stopped 
by his office.  Mr. Kellogg was puz-
zled when young Teddy asked him for 
a ride in the “Old Black Goose” and 
asked him why he called the old car by 
that name.  In a firm voice he replied:  
“It’s old, isn’t it?  It’s black, isn’t it?  
It honks like a goose, doesn’t it?”.  Mr. 
Kellogg replied that it was a wonder-
ful name and the two of them formed 
the Old Black Goose Club on the spot.  
They came up with the Club motto 
“We keep things clean.  We don’t like 
litterbugs!” Those who raised their 
right hand and recited the motto were 
given a badge, making them official 

members of the Old Black Goose 
Club.

In 1981, WSK reported that he 
began giving rides to the children of 
the original members of the Old Black 
Goose Club.  By that time (24 years 
after the club started) he had given out 
more than 7,000 badges. 

 In the ensuing years, care of the 
car was placed in the hands of F. W. 
Kellogg’s Great Grandson, William J. 
Kellogg, and it makes annual appear-
ances in the La Jolla Parade, carrying 
Santa Claus down the parade route.  It 
is part of the Beach Club’s Easter Egg 
hunt and regularly takes kids for rides 
around the Club pond, all-the-while 

with kids on the lookout for litter.  
We lost count of the number of 

badges handed out over the years but 
we now sometimes have three or four 
generations of a family riding in the 
car at the same time, all of whom 
are members of the Old Black Goose 
Club, sporting their badges.

The Club grounds are always 
spotless and Club members delight at 
hearing the sound of the horn as the 
Packard makes its way around the 
Club and often throughout La Jolla 
Shores.  

Giving back to the community 
is an important part of the William 
Scripps Kellogg legacy.  The Jewel 

The Packard’s first home when it was purchased in 1915 was Highlawn, this mansion in 
Altadena, California, owned at the time by Frederick William Kellogg, great-Grandfather of 
William J. Kellogg. William J. Kellogg is the current President and CEO of the La Jolla Beach & 
Tennis Club where the Packard resides today.

Photo from Kellogg Family Archives 

Photo from Kellogg Family Archives 

Photo from Kellogg Family Archives 
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The Old Black Goose today, on the La Jolla 
Beach & Tennis Club green. 

The OBG got, not only, one of the indus-
try’s first ever “black boxes” (at right—full 

of tools), but its own professionally 
designed LOGO. 

Ball (an open-air dinner dance) is held 
in August under the stars on the ten-
nis courts of the Beach Club, raising 
approximately $1 million every year 
for charitable causes in San Diego.  
Numerous civic and charitable orga-
nizations are supported year-round by 
the Beach Club, which has become an 
essential part of the fabric of La Jolla 
Shores.

From reading this story it should 
be clear to everyone that the Old Black 
Goose is worth far more than the $100 
Mrs. Kellogg was willing to sell it for.  

It’s not a car. It’s not a club. It’s a 
way of life!

www.ljbtc.com
§

Photo By Emilio Acevedo
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Early California registra-
tion badge is mounted 
on the floorboard next 
to the accelerator pedal.  

On the outside of the 
car, below the driver’s 
door, instructions on 
how to pump up the 
tires with the built-in air 
pump. 

Dashboard “design” was 
still being done by engi-
neers in 1915. Function 
and visibility were the 
watchwords. The Art 
and Color boys were still 
a few years away.

The Packard radiator was already famous by 1915 but a chrome-plated script was installed for the doubters. Headlights were Bijur electrics 
and although the self-starter was standard equipment, a crank was provided “just in case.” The license plate is contemporary.  

Photo By Joel Zwink

The temp gauge was a 
system all by itself. Called 
a Motometer, it sat smack 
dab on top of the radi-
ator and recorded the 
water temp in real time 
for the driver to see in 
plain sight. 

Facing page: the cockpit 
is Chauffeur Friendly:  

Clutch, Brake, Accelerator, 
and Starter Button right 

at his feet. The Handbrake 
on the door, and the 

Spark adjustment on the 
steering wheel. According 

to Packard archives, no 
customer ever decided 
NOT to buy a Packard, 
“because his chauffeur 

didn’t like it.”

Photos By Kristin Ferguson”
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Photo By Dave Brizic

Looking west at the Pacific Ocean toward Hawaii, 
the Old Black Goose rests on the beach shortly after 
grooming, ready to take the kids on their favorite ride. 

1915 TWIN SIX MODEL I-35 SPECIFICATIONS  
Engine: L-head, 60º V-12, 424.1 CID, Bore/Stroke: 3 x 5 in., 88 hp 
@2600 RPM. Carburetor: Packard, pressure-fed. Cooling: water 
cooled by double centrifugal pump, radiator capacity 7.5 gallons. 
Brakes: Two wheel, 262 sq in; Wheels: Artillery type. Tire sizes: 
36 x 4.5 front; 37 x 5 rear. Track: 56 inches. Wheelbase: 135 inch-
es. Weight: 4,210 to 4,715 lbs. Body Styles: Eleven. Price Range: 
$3,150 to $4,800 = $76,327 to $116,308 in 2017. Production: 704

Yes, Virginia, pinstripes existed in 1915. And Packard had ‘em. 

Approaching the driver’s seat from the left 
and grabbing that massive door handle, 
the Twin Six pilot is imbued with an exhili-
rating sense of power and authority. 

Photos By Joel Zwink
No “power steering” to interfere with the feel of the road. And just like the cars today, all 
the important controls are right there in the middle of the steering wheel. 
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The Many Faces of the Old Black 
Goose

The Old Black Goose is main-
tained to be technically fit for virtu-
ally any request. Here she is shown 
at a variety of local events dressed 
in the appropriate attire. Parades are 
among the most brutal assignments a 
vintage car can endure. The slow idle 
for an hour or more before thousands 
of people can make the cars nervous 
and jittery, sometimes blowing their 
MotoMeters sky high. The OBG’s 
fame has attracted the attention of 
celebrities everywhere. This particu-
lar Santa is a direct descendant of the 
original Santa who came over on the 
Mayflower. 

Christmas

Halloween

Easter

4th of July

Showing the club grounds to a new client.
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The Old Black Goose today in her natural 
habitat, awaiting more customers at the 
door to entertain. 

After 103 years, most cars wind up in muse-
ums, or worse. The Old Black Goose, how-
ever, is still part of the working inventory 
of a thriving business——the La Jolla Beach 
& Tennis Club, Inc.——bringing pleasure, 
peace and joy to people of all ages. That’s 
what happens when you keep the car in 
the family. Ask the Man Who Owns One is 
still a viable slogan today. 

Photo By Joel Zwink

Photo By Joel Zwink

The Old Black Goose Club was 
formed in 1960. Members in 

Good Standing proudly wore 
these badges when on-duty. 

They are still given out and worn 
today

.
Air view of the entire LJBTC 
property. Ocean frontage with 
Mt. Soledad backdrop. A great 
place to work, play, and put on 
a Classic Car Concours. So, we 
do! Next year, it will be April 6-8, 
2018. Sign up at: 
www.lajollaconcours.com 

Photo by Kristin Ferguson
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Following up on the previous 
story on a 1915 Twin Six, here 
is authentic information about 

the first Twin Six Packards from the 
time it really happened. 

The story about a Twin Six racecar 
appearing at Sheepshead Bay, NY is 
from the January 1916 issue of “The 
Packard,” an internal corporate newslet-

ter published by the Packard Motor Car 
Company.

The advertisement of the 1915 I-35 
Twin Six Phaeton Touring, the very 
same model as the Old Black Goose, 
appeared in 5 major national maga-
zines, including the dominant publica-
tion of the day, the Saturday Evening 
Post. 

In 1915, this ad ran in: 

Literary Digest - June 5
Saturday Evening Post - June 12
Colliers - June 19
National Geographic - June issue
Country Life in America - July 

issue
§

Packard History—1915 Twin Six
FACING PAGE: 

Sheepshead Bay in 
Brooklyn, NY first 
opened in 1884 as a 
horse race track. It sur-
vived until 1908 when 
the governor of NY, 
Charles Evans Hughes, 
signed a bill that 
banned betting on horse 
races. . The track was 
sold to new owners who 
turned it into a board-
track for automobiles. 
Many famous auto 
races and speed contests 
were held there from 
1915 to  1919, when the 
majority shareholder 
died.  Financial difficul-
ties ensued til the track 
was sold to real estate 
developers in 1923.  No 
trace of the track exists 
today. 

This ad from National 
Geographic June 1915 

issue. 

From PI Club archives.  



Ask the man                 who owns one

More than a Club; a lifestyle.

PACKARDS INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

1915 Packard I-35 Twin Six Touring. 
Photographed at the La Jolla Concours d'Elegance, La Jolla, California  April 2017
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